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Senate Committee on Health, Human Services, Aging
Corrections, Veterans and Military Affairs

Budget Recommendation

Paper Ballot

P. 286, ltem 14

Governor: Lapse $686,900 into the general fund from the unencumbered balance of the
program revenue appropriated to support the Wisconcare program. The Wisconcare
program provides primary health care services to certain low-income, uninsured persons in
counties with high unemployment rates. The program is funded through an annual
assessment on hospitals.

Senator Moen: There should be no surplus revenue for a program that provides primary
health care to uninsured individuals, especially considering that there was a waiting list of
potentially eligible recipients in 1994, prior to DHFS changing administrative agents for the
program. The 17 counties included in the Wiconcare currently are not the 17 Wisconsin
counties with the highest unemployment rates.

Motion: Delete the governor’'s recommendation. Beginning in the 1997-99 biennium,
restructure the Wisconcare program so that the $3 million in program revenue used to
support the program is used to support a competitive grant program to providers based on
the number of uninsured people the provider serves. Community health centers, rural
health clinics, and hospital-run clinics would be eligible for the grant.
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Budget Recommendation

Paper Ballot
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